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To the few, however, who have leisure or inclination to
study foreign literatures, I will not recommend to them the
English, the Italian, the Grerman, since they may rightly
answer, that all these have been in great part founded upon
the classic tongues, and therefore it is wise to ascend to the
fountain-head; but I will ask them for what reason they
would limit their experience to the immortal languages of
Greece and Rome ? Why not study the oriental? Surely
in the pages of the Persians and the Arabs we might dis-
cover new sources of emotion, new modes of expression,
new trains of ideas, new principles of invention, and new
bursts of fancy.

These are a few of my meditations amid tho ruins of
Athens. They will disappoint those who might justly
expect an ebullition of classic rapture from one who has
gazed upon Marathon by moonlight and sailed upon the
free waters of Salamis. I regret their disappointment, but
I have arrived at an age when I can think only of the future.
A mighty era, prepared by the blunders of long centuries,
is at hand. Ardently I hope that the necessary change in
human existence may be effected by the voice of philosophy
alone : but I tremble, and I am silent. There is no bigotry
so terrible as the bigotry of a country that flatters itself
that it is philosophical.

CHAPTER XXII.

UNDERSTANDING that the Turkish squadron I left at Prevesa
had arrived at Negropont, I passed over, and paid a visit
to its commander, Halil Pacha, with whom I was acquainted.
Halil informed me that all remained quiet in Albania, but
that Redsehid did not venture to return. He added that
he himself was about to sail for Stamboul immediately, and